[Obstructive sleep apnea syndrome: the orthodontist's viewpoint].
Obstructive sleep apnea syndrome (OSAS), previously called Pickwickian syndrome is usually associated with obesity, excessive daytime sleepiness and ventilation troubles. These patients are heavy snorers and present a typical craniofacial morphology. Among several characteristics is retrognathic lower maxillary. Functional orthodontic appliances are proposed to help these patients, in order to open the superior airway and allow a better ventilation.